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Four days in the fall
NATIONAL 4-H
DAIRY CONFERENCE
After 65 years, the National 4-H
Dairy Conference continues to receive
rave reviews from high school students who attend the annual event
held in conjunction with the World
Dairy Expo in Madison, Wis.
The conference, which annually
draws 200 participants from the U.S.
and Canada, has hosted thousands
of teenagers over the years and been
an event AMPI supported since the
cooperative was formed 50 years ago.
During a jam-packed schedule,
delegates learn about the dairy industry, explore dairy-related careers,
network with dairy-passionate youth,
experience hands-on teaching and
visit the Expo.
“It’s only four days in the
fall, but the National 4-H Dairy

Conference experience can influence a participant’s life for years,”
said Sarah Schmidt, vice president
of public affairs for AMPI and a 1998
Minnesota delegate.
AMPI Chairman of the Board Steve
Schlangen told this year’s conference
delegates that supporting the event is
a smart investment.
“AMPI has long believed education
is important for the sustainability of
the dairy industry,” he said. “We know
this conference is training our industry’s future leaders.”
The dairy industry, which supports
more than 3 million jobs in the U.S. —
1,000 in AMPI’s manufacturing plants
alone — is constantly seeking young
talent to fill positions.
“Where milk goes, jobs follow,”
Schlangen said. “From farm to processing plant to distribution and retail,
dairy creates jobs that support the economic well-being of rural America.”
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Steve Schlangen
AMPI Chairman of the Board

AMPI helps bring teens
and their future together

Developing industry leaders
Sydney Hendel, 16, participated in
the 2019 conference. She is the youngest of three daughters of AMPI member-owners Matt and Pam Hendel of
Caledonia, Minn. Sydney currently
serves as president of her local 4-H
club and participates in dairy judging and dairy quiz bowl. She rates the
national conference as a highlight of
her 4-H years.
Meeting 4-Hers from around
the U.S. and learning from industry
experts were conference high points
for Sydney. More importantly, the
exposure to dairy industry careers
helped the high school junior chart a
course for her future.
“While I was there, I realized what
career field I wanted to go into —
ag communications, because I like
meeting new people, and I love the
dairy industry,” she said.
Sydney’s story is typical of those

National 4-H Dairy Conference planning committee member and former AMPI
member’s daughter Rel Seykora, Roseville, Minn., has been bringing Minnesota
4-H dairy project members to the conference since 1998.
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“Amazing.”

AMPI has long believed education
is important for the sustainability
of the dairy industry. We know
this conference is training our
industry’s future leaders.”

“Awesome.”

told by former participants who often
refer to the conference as the “trip of
a lifetime,” said Rel Seykora, a former
AMPI member’s daughter from Steele
County in Minnesota. She now serves
as secretary of the conference planning committee and has escorted
Minnesota 4-Hers to the event every
year since 1998.
“The conference provides industry
contacts and presents career options
to consider,” she said. “We want them
to go home tired, but with minds
awakened by the educational seminars, hands-on teaching, and knowledge provided by the many speakers
and farm visits.”
The conference schedule includes
traveling to World Dairy Expo, ABS
Global, the National Dairy Shrine,
Hoard’s Dairyman farm and magazine, Crave Bros. Dairy and the
University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Paying it forward
Seykora said each of the nearly 600
Minnesota delegates she has chaperoned hold a special place in her heart.
“I love watching them grow, graduate and move on with what they want
to be when they grow up,” she said. “I
am so proud of them when they come
back to the conference as speakers,
passing along their knowledge to the
next group of 4-Hers sitting in the
audience, right where they sat many
years before.”

Seykora hopes thousands more
4-Hers will one day have an opportunity to participate in the four-day event
that has inspired a career path for so
many.
“With the continued support of
many wonderful sponsors, especially
long-time supporter AMPI, maybe the
National 4-H Dairy Conference will
continue another 65 years,” she said.
{ contributing writer
Donna F. Abernathy }

National 4-H Dairy Conference attendees and AMPI members’ daughters enjoy a World Dairy Expo grilled cheese
sandwich made with their co-op’s
butter and cheese. They are, from left,
Montana Krueger, Arlington, Minn.;
Sydney Hendel, Caledonia, Minn.; and
Brea Kieffer, Utica, Minn.

“Exciting.”

“Experience of a lifetime.”
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